
The Canadian Association of Journalists (CAJ) is providing the following information to Afghan
journalists.

Since August, the CAJ has been working collaboratively with Canadian news organizations, and
other NGOs, to ensure that Afghan journalists with strong connections to Canada are brought to
safety.

We understand that the government of Canada has made promises to allow many human rights
defenders, which includes journalists, to settle in Canada. We regret that the Canadian
government has, to date, not expedited its plans, which has left many journalists in a vulnerable
position.

We are continually in contact with the Canadian government to express our very strong
concerns about the costs of its inaction. However, the CAJ does not have information on the
status of individual visa applications with the government of Canada. We are also unable to
issue visas — only the government can do that.

The CAJ has been working with a select group of journalists who have longstanding ties to
Canada in order to assist with their visa applications. Other Afghan journalists without ties to
Canada, or for whom the CAJ has not been in regular contact with in  the past several months,
may be able to find help by considering one of the following:

● Contacting Aman Lara or submitting this online application
● Contacting Free Press Unlimited or the International Federation of Journalists
● Contacting UNHCR
● Find an Afghan support group

Other NGOs who may be able to provide other forms of support include: Front Line Defenders,
International Media Support, and The Rory Peck Trust.

For more information about Canada’s response to the situation in Afghanistan, please click
here.

Questions about an application you have sent to the government of Canada? We recommend
checking with the government directly using their tool: Check your application status.

https://www.amanlara.org/
https://getevacuated.com/
https://www.freepressunlimited.org/en/safety-for-journalists/emergency-support
mailto:afghanistan@ifj.org
https://help.unhcr.org/afghanistan/relocation/
https://www.afghansupport.org/services-7-3
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/
https://www.mediasupport.org/
https://rorypecktrust.org/
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/refugees/afghanistan.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/check-status.html

