
 

Board Meeting Agenda & Minutes - Special 
meeting for statement vote 
Date: Aug 14, 2025, 6:30pm ET 
 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84996025558?pwd=ZRmckmEcEatX9b4GTb2uAF0zYKtneC.1 
 
Attendees: Zane Schwartz, Brent Jolly, Paul Schneidereit, Julie Sobowale (left at 7:18 
pm ET), Fatima Syed (joined at 6:40 pm ET), Patti Sonntag (left at 7:17 pm ET), Katrina 
Clarke, Nikita Roy, Emily Blake, Tyler Olsen, Laurie Few (joined 6:59 pm ET, left at 7:08 
pm ET), Najib Asil (joined 7:01 pm ET), Monique Durette (staff) 
 
Regrets: Jason Markusoff, Paula Tran, Alexander Quon, Emelia Fournier (staff), 
Jameson Berkow, Karyn Pugliese, Elisha Dacey, Nathalie Sturgeon 
 

1.​ Call to order: 6:35pm ET 
2.​ Statement regarding journalists in Gaza/Israel 

a.​ B. Jolly provided summary of context and history of the statement 
b.​ Directors shared their thoughts and opinions about the statement, the 

subject matter relative to the statement, and any actions the CAJ should 
or shouldn’t take: 

i.​ A director expressed why they believe a statement of some sort is 
necessary at this time; provided some editorial feedback 

ii.​ A director stated that they would be abstaining from voting on the 
statement due to concerns of the fact that the CAJ does not 
currently have a mandate that includes international journalism 
issues 

iii.​ A director expressed support for the statement. They understand 
the issue that the CAJ does not include international journalism 
issues in its mandate but believes there is enough of a Canadian tie 
to support a statement. 

iv.​ A director expressed support for the statement. They stated that the 
CAJ has spoken about international issues before and does not 
believe that there isn’t a precedent to do so. They understand that 
there is a gap in the public-facing mandate and policy documents to 
show the full scope of the work. They  highlighted the fact that the 
membership continues to evolve, and now includes a 

 



 
board-approved caucus that particularly provides a space for 
non-Canadians (Journalism Newcomers in Canada Caucus). They 
also highlighted the partnerships that the CAJ already has that 
supports the voice being expressed. 

v.​ A director requested confirmation of the exact statement being 
made as it had changed during the course of the email 
conversations prior to the meeting. They wished to provide clarity 
as to why they understood that the CAJ’s involvement in the Afghan 
journalist situation of 2021 was different than the situation at hand, 
because of that situation’s direct ties to Canadian journalism. They 
expressed concern about the work this could turn into for the 
president if the mandate were to include international issues, and 
what that could mean for future presidents of the CAJ. 

vi.​ A director questioned how the perceived precedent that already 
exists impacts whether a statement is made or not. 

vii.​ A director expressed concern about not issuing a statement and 
what future impacts this could have towards Canadian journalists 
doing work internationally and based on these international issues. 

viii.​ A director provided history about the only two times the CAJ has 
made a statement that could be perceived as one related to 
international issues: Afghanistan journalists’ safety during the 
Taliban takeover and the situation with Julian Assange. 

ix.​ A director expressed their view that the attack was unprecedented 
and that folks within Canada are looking to the CAJ to make a 
statement. They support making a statement. 

x.​ A director recognized that the members are looking to the CAJ to 
say something about the situation and that they are not opposed to 
supporting others’ (international organizations’) voices but not that 
the CAJ become a player in the international issues field due to 
resource constraints. 

xi.​ The chair requested anyone who is opposed to the shortened 
statement to speak. No one came forward. 

xii.​ The directors were encouraged to make suggested edits live during 
the meeting so that the statement could be moved to a motion and 
vote. 

xiii.​ A director expressed their support of the statement in the group 
chat, and did so as they needed to leave the meeting. 

c.​ Edits were made by directors to the statement. 

 



 
d.​ Motion made to approve the statement regarding journalists in 

Gaza/Israel. M: B. Jolly, S: F. Syed. N. Roy and P. Sonntag abstained. 
Motion was carried. 

3.​ Other items: 
a.​ International Issues Position Policy will be drafted and ready for the 

advocacy committee to review by Aug 22. (F. Syed/M. Durette) 
4.​ Adjourned 7:20 pm ET 

 

 


